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with the finite self as in some sense separate in the conscious experience, 
though not in the meaning, of its life from the rest of the universe, to 
find a real unity of such selves with one another and with the Absolute 
Self. The author finds the solution in the conception of a social whole 
or unity, which brings the separate conscious experience of the social 
elements into the unity of a common end and purpose. This attempt 
at construction is suggestive, but is far from being either clear or ade- 
quate, and can hardly fail to be baffling to the student. The book is 
much too ambitious for an introduction. The beginner wifl do well 
if with patient guidance over the metaphysical and epistemological 
road he shall succeed in really entering the idealistic country. He 
must at least become acclimated before he can follow our author in the 
rapidity and sweep of his exploration. — Geo. M. Forbes. 

Ethik. Von Dr. Thomas Achelis. (Leipzig : G. J. Goschen'sche Ver- 
lagshandlung, 1898 ; pp. 159; M. 0.80.) This book contains an outline 
of ethics in a very compact and readable form. It falls into three divi- 
sions : the first contains a brief history of the subject, from Socrates 
to Herbart ; the second treats such phenomena of morality as language, 
mythology, religion, social life, property, and art ; the third takes up 
the fundamental principles of ethical science. The book is rather 
difficult reading for beginners, but will be very serviceable for purposes 
of reviewing the subject of which it treats. — Albert J. Ramaker. 

A Hand-Book of Comparative Religion. By Rev. S. H. Kellogg, D.D., 
LL.D. (Philadelphia : The Westminster Press, 1899 ; pp. viii + 179 ; 
$0.75.) This was probably the last work undertaken by the lamented 
Dr. Kellogg, whose contributions to the study of Indian religions have 
been characterized by scholarship and earnest, though honorable, parti- 
sanship. Comparative religion, as understood by Dr. Kellogg, is a 
comparison of all other religions with Christianity for the purpose of 
showing their manifest inferiority in doctrine ; or, more exactly, a com- 
parison of these religions with Dr. Kellogg's conception of true Chris- 
tian theology. This is a piece of work which cannot be done without 
bringing out some very important and significant truths, but it is not 
to be regarded as a scientific contribution to the study of religions, 
because the whole matter is distorted by the point of view taken. While 
respecting the earnestness and evident intention to be just which char- 
acterize the volume, one cannot help feeling that the questions involved 
are not to be settled in such a way as this. — Religion and Conscience in 
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Ancient Egypt. Lectures delivered at the University College, London. 
By W. M. F. Petrie, D.C.L., LL.D., Ph.D. (London : Methuen & Co.; 
New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1898; pp. 179; 2s. 6d.) It is a 
new r61e in which Professor Petrie here appears, and one in which his 
peculiar characteristics and special work are both an advantage and a 
disadvantage. To give a historical presentation of the religion and 
morals of ancient Egypt in the same way in which one measures a 
pyramid or unearths an ancient temple is certainly to throw upon the 
subject light from an unexpected point of view, but it savors a little of 
the mechanical. While the attitude makes the lectures interesting read- 
ing, they must be regarded rather as the views of a brilliant archae- 
ologist upon certain points in Egyptian religion than anything like an 
organized body of material respecting it. The salient points which are 
emphasized are such as the following : the tracing back of the various 
religious elements to the four chief races which, one after the other, 
entered Egypt in prehistoric times — first negro, then Libyan, then 
Mesopotamian, and then Punite ; the exploitation of popular tales for 
religious material, and the use of graphic representations to describe 
the moral development of the Egyptians. In other words, Professor 
Petrie's little book is stimulating and suggestive, but cannot be relied 
upon for a complete and well-rounded presentation of the subject. — 
The Book of the Master, or the Egyptian Doctrine of the Light Born of 
the Virgin Mother. By W. Marsham Adams. Illustrated. (New York : 
G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1898; pp. xxii -f- 204 ; $1.25.) Mr. Adams was 
formerly a fellow of New College, Oxford. He is author of The House 
of the Hidden Places, the Clue to the Creed of Early Egypt from Egyptian 
Sources, and the motto which he prefixes to his book is the following : 
" In Nature's infinite book of secrecy a little I can read." It seems 
to us that his motto, at least, is too modest ; for the enthusiasm of the 
author in his investigations into the secrets of the Egyptians has 
revealed to him marvels hitherto undreamed of. Mr. Adams is affected 
with the disease that from time to time attacks certain selected persons, 
known as Egyptomania, the symptoms of which are to regard Egypt as 
the source of all knowledge and wisdom, and to consider that all this 
wisdom and knowledge were marvelously concealed by the knowers of it, 
and that to us of the present, by intuition and investigation, have been 
disclosed these sources of hitherto mysterious wisdom. Objects and cen- 
ters of this mania are the pyramids, the Book of the Dead, and the temple 
of Denderah. The special achievement of Mr. Adams is the discovery 
that the Book of the Dead is a carefully prepared manual of initiation 
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to the mysteries of truth to be used in connection with the passage of 
the initiate through the chambers and corridors of the Great Pyramid. 
The final proof of this astounding discovery is that Mr. Adams has 
gone through the passages both of the pyramid and the Book of the 
Dead and verified the references. Henceforth Egyptologists and stu- 
dents of Egyptian religion will have a new key to unlock the secrets of 
their studies. The author writes with much pious enthusiasm and real 
learning. It is but just to him to cite the testimony of Professor Mas- 
pero, viz.: " The pyramids and the Book of the Dead reproduce the 
same original — one in words, the other in stone." However, we should 
desire Professor Maspero's interpretation of these somewhat enigmatical 
words before we accept them as testimony to the author's thesis. It is 
a pity that so much ability should be so thoroughly misdirected. — The 
Message of the World's Religions. Reprinted from the Outlook. (New 
York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1898; pp. iv-l-125; $0.50.) The 
volume is made up of brief characterizations of leading religions by 
Jewish and Christian scholars. They are in all cases well done. 
Nowhere in brief compass can one get better and more trustworthy 
material. Of course, the demands of brevity require the omission of 
all detail, and yet the writers pack into the few pages given them the 
gist of many large volumes. Rabbi Gottheil's apology for Judaism is 
eloquent, but scientifically not so valuable as the contributions of the 
other writers. He stands too near his subject to appreciate critically. 
The same may perhaps be said of Dr. Abbott's chapter on Christianity. 
It is written from Dr. Abbott's point of view. Rhys Davids writes on 
Buddhism ; Arthur Smith, on Confucianism ; Dr. Washburn, on Moham- 
medanism ; Professor Lanman, on Brahmanism. — The Story of Reli- 
gions. By Rev. E. D. Price, F.G.S. (London : Newnes ; New York : 
M. F. Mansfield, 1898 ; pp. iii -f- 227 ; $0.75.) The author has aimed 
" to indicate the leading principles which underlie the great religions 
of the world," and " to show how these beliefs have arisen, and how 
they have developed in the history of mankind." In pursuing this 
purpose he has collected some useful material, but the whole has been 
so ill-assorted, and the presentation is so dry, that the result is a very 
unattractive piece of work. One hundred pages are given to the non- 
Christian religions ; 115 to Christianity, in which every sect known to 
the writer is described. No one would be particularly attracted to the 
study of the subject by this tedious, poorly arranged, though well- 
meaning, book. — Buddha, Mohammed, Christus. Ein Vergleich der 
drei Personlichkeiten und ihrer Religionen. Von Robert Falke. 
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(Gutersloh : C.Bertelsmann, 1896, 1897; pp. 211, 252; M. 6.) This 
work belongs to the domain of Christian apologetics, not to that of the 
history of religion. It is not an endeavor to grasp and delineate the 
meaning and worth of each of these three great manifestations of the 
religious spirit. The author starts with a thesis which he proceeds to 
prove, viz., the superiority of Christ and Christianity, the finality of the 
Christian revelation. He is on the right side, without doubt ; but he 
is an advocate, not a judge. — The Gods of Our Fathers. A Study of 
Saxon Mythology. By Herman I. Stern. (New York and London : 
Harper & Brothers, 1898 ; pp. xxix -(- 269 ; $1.50.) The author of this 
book is conscious of a mission. Such a consciousness in a writer 
makes for and against the success of his book — for it, if he is able to 
conceal his purpose to convince the reader ; against it, if it is con- 
stantly, even though with enthusiastic insistence, forced upon him. It 
cannot be said that the book escapes the dangers associated with its 
strenuous advocacy of the thesis that the religious literature of the 
Teutonic race is fully as interesting reading and as profitable for 
instruction in righteousness as the mythology of Greece and Rome. In 
the fulfilment of his mission for the propagation of this faith the 
author has written a glowing account of what he calls Saxon mythology, 
reproducing in a vivid and sometimes tumid style the fine old legends 
that stir our blood and melt our hearts, and interposing from time to 
time interpretation and application in a way to remind one of Carlyle's 
Odin lecture in his Heroes. The design of the book acts as a limita- 
tion upon its value in one respect. It is not a scientific " study," and 
its author does not seem to be thoroughly grounded in the best that 
has been done in this field. In one point especially does his treatment 
seem defective, a point which is vital to his cause. He strenuously 
denies the presence of any Christian elements in the mythology. This 
cannot be successfully maintained in the field of Teutonic scholar- 
ship today. Apart from these defects of treatment, the book may be 
commended to all who would read an agreeable account of Teutonic 
mythology. There is, unfortunately, no index, which in a book so full 
of details, names, and events is a serious defect. — Creation Myths of 
Primitive America; in relation to the Religious History and Mental 
Development of Mankind. By Jeremiah Curtin. (Boston : Little, 
Brown & Co., 1898 ; pp. xxxix -+- 532 ; $2.50.) These weird and fan- 
tastic tales of spirits, animals, and heroes were gathered by the author 
from the Wintus and Yassas, Indian tribes of central California. To the 
uninitiated they read like nonsense stories. But the trained student of 



244 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

folk-lore finds in them a veritable storehouse of information upon primi- 
tive philosophy and religion. In his introduction, full of enthusiastic 
and luminous exposition of this philosophy, Mr. Curtin claims for the 
body of myth and legend to be gathered from the aborigines of North 
America, as it appears in a wide area among various tribes, the fullest 
and most original presentation of early human thought to be obtained 
anywhere in the world, and argues that from it is to be obtained the clue 
to the interpretation of the less intelligible remains of primitive philoso- 
phy and religion among other peoples. His industry and enthusiasm are 
admirable, and his conclusions worthy of earnest consideration. Others 
might question his assertion of the primitive character and originality 
of these myths. He nowhere feels it necessary to defend them from 
the suspicion of having been contaminated by higher ideas derived 
from without. Still, others might claim tbat myths are always second- 
ary, not primary ; and hence a deeper search must be made for that 
which the myths explain, viz., the rites and institutions. The problems 
are difficult and complex, but all material like this, gathered with patient 
care and preserved, helps on the final solution. — George Stephen 
Goodspeed. 

Vortrdge uber kritische Fragen des Alten Testaments. Von Dr. theol. 
Adolph Zahn. (Leipzig: Verlag von E. Ungleich, 1898; pp. xv-f- 
163; M. 2.20.) Dr. Zahn's lectures are undoubtedly interesting read- 
ing. The author is a stanch supporter of the orthodox view of the 
Scriptures. He is vigorous in the presentation of his case, and 
uncompromising in the statement of his beliefs. His polemic is rather 
sharp and sometimes too personal. After a general introduction the 
author gives us in his first lecture a criticism of the methods of the 
higher critics. The second series of lectures is an application of his 
own method to the book of Joshua, the books of the Kings, the Psalms, 
and the Law. There is nothing new in these lectures, and it is doubt- 
ful whether modern critics, either of a naturalistic or an evangelical 
tendency, will concede their defeat, which our author proclaims. — Die 
Aussagen des Neuen Testaments uber den Pentateuch. Von Dr. C. F. 
Nosgen, Professor in Rostock. (Berlin : Verlag von Wiegand & 
Grieben, 1898 ; pp. 68 ; M. 0.80.) Certain radical critics take no interest 
in the subject of this monograph. What Jesus and his apostles say 
about the Pentateuch is treated by them with indifference. Christ 
shared the views of his contemporaries. It could not be otherwise. 
For such men N6sgen has written in vain. Others, however, will read 



